The President of the United States
in the name of
The Congress
takes pleasure in presenting the
Medal of Honor
to

HIRAM IDDINGS BEARSS

RANK AND ORGANIZATION.: COLONEL, U.S. MARINE CORPS.
BorN: 13 APRIL 1875, PERU, IND.
APPOINTED FROM. INDIANA.

OTHER NAVY AWARD: DISTINGUISHED SERVICE MEDAL.

CITATION:

FOR EXTRAORDINARY HEROISM AND EMINENT AND CONSPICUOUS CONDUCT IN
BATTLE AT THE JUNCTION OF THE CADACAN AND SOHOTON RIVERS, SAMAR,
PHILIPPINE ISLANDS, 17 NoOVEMBER 1901. CoL. BEARSS (THEN CAPT.),
SECOND IN COMMAND OF THE COLUMNS UPON THEIR UNITING ASHORE IN THE
SOHOTON RIVER REGION, MADE A SURPRISE ATTACK ON THE FORTIFIED CLIFFS
AND COMPLETELY ROUTED THE ENEMY, KILLING 30 AND CAPTURING AND
DESTROYING THE POWDER MAGAZINE, 40 LANTACAS (GUNS), RICE, FOOD AND
CUARTELS. DUE TO HIS COURAGE, INTELLIGENCE, DISCRIMINATION AND ZEAL,
HE SUCCESSFULLY LED HIS MEN UP THE CLIFFS BY MEANS OF BAMBOO
LADDERS TO A HEIGHT OF 200 FEET. THE CLIFFS WERE OF SOFT STONE OF
VOLCANIC ORIGIN, IN THE NATURE OF PUMICE, AND WERE HONEYCOMBED WITH
CAVES. TONS OF ROCKS WERE SUSPENDED IN PLATFORMS HELD IN POSITION BY
VINE CABLES (KNOWN AS BEJUCO) IN READINESS TO BE PRECIPITATED UPON
PEOPLE BELOW. AFTER DRIVING THE INSURGENTS FROM THEIR POSITION
WHICH WAS ALMOST IMPREGNABLE, BEING COVERED WITH NUMEROUS TRAILS
LINED WITH POISON SPEARS, PITS, ETC., HE LED HIS MEN ACROSS THE RIVER,
SCALED THE CLIFFS ON THE OPPOSITE SIDE, AND DESTROYED THE CAMPS
THERE. COL. BEARSS AND THE MEN UNDER HIS COMMAND OVERCAME
INCREDIBLE DIFFICULTIES AND DANGERS IN DESTROYING POSITIONS WHICH,
ACCORDING TO REPORTS FROM OLD PRISONERS, HAD TAKEN 3 YEARS TO
PERFECT, WERE HELD AS A FINAL RALLYING POINT, AND WERE NEVER BEFORE
PENETRATED BY WHITE TROOPS. CoOL. BEARSS ALSO RENDERED
DISTINGUISHED PUBLIC SERVICE IN THE PRESENCE OF THE ENEMY AT
QUINAPUNDAN RIVER, SAMAR, PHILIPPINE ISLANDS, ON 19 JANUARY 1902.
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